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Learning Goals 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South America Human and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of: 

•  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water Geography  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

 

Subject Element - Human features and landmarks 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 
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Vocabulary 

Cursus, earthwork, henge, long barrow, Monument, stone circle, aqueduct, bridge, canal, castle, cathedral, city, house, human feature, lighthouse, monument, 

motorway, motorway system, national railway, port, road, statue, tunnel, village 
 

Subject Element – Fieldwork 

Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that 

deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS); communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills and writing at length. 

Vocabulary 

Account, data, fact, data collection, enquiry, evidence, fieldwork, locality, observe, primary data, sketch map, chart, conclusion, graph, hypothesis, improve, 

interpret, investigation, local area, present, survey, table 

 

Subject Element – Maps 

Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Vocabulary 

Ordnance Survey, Ordnance Survey map, easting, four-figure grid reference, grid reference, grid square, horizontal axis, human feature, location, map, northing, 

physical feature, vertical axis, Ordnance Survey map, easting, four-figure grid reference, grid reference, grid square, horizontal axis, human feature, location, 

marker, northing, physical feature, six-figure grid reference, vertical axis 

 

Subject Element – Natural and Manmade Materials 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle. 

Vocabulary 

Extrusive, igneous, intrusive, metamorphic, rock, sedimentary, clay, deposition, erosion, loam, rock, sand, sediment, silt, soil, transportation 
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Subject Element – Compare and Contrast 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a region within North or South America. 

Vocabulary 

Difference, geographical feature, human feature, physical feature, Similarity, classify, Compare, V-shaped valley, altitude, bog, delta, downstream, elevation, 

estuary, floodplain, flow, gully, interlocking spur, lake, meander, mountain, mouth, oxbow lake, physical feature, rill, river, riverbed, source, spring, stream, 

tributary, Waterfall 

 

Subject Element – Settlements and Land Use 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Vocabulary 

Agricultural, city, commercial, land use, recreational, residential, rural area, settlement, size, town, transportation, urban area, Village, aqueduct, canal, leisure, lock, 

recreation, towpath, transportation, Tunnel, crops, energy, farming, floodplain, food, freshwater, goods, habitat, hydroelectric power, irrigate, leisure, natural 

resource, renewable, river, settlement, transport 

 

Subject Element – Location 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

Vocabulary 

North Pole, Northern Hemisphere, South Pole Southern Hemisphere, coordinate, degree, distance, east, equator, globe, latitude, location, longitude, north, south, 

West, North Pole, Prime Meridian, South Pole, degree, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, line of latitude, mangrove, rainforest, tropics 
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Subject Element – World 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Vocabulary 

Europe, France, Greece, Italy, Northern Hemisphere, Romania, Russia, area, capital, city,  climate, continent, country, language, population, state, transcontinental 

country, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, French Guiana, Greenland,, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, 

Mexico, Nicaragua, North America, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, South America, Suriname, The Caribbean, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, City, 

continent, country, culture, language, religion, values, World, Africa, Asia, Australia (Oceania), Europe, North America, South America, continent, country 

 

Subject Element – Climate and Weather 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle. 

Vocabulary 

climate, climate zone, pattern, seasonal weather, Mediterranean climate, contrasting climate, desert, equator, polar, summer, temperate, temperature, tropical, 

weather, winter 
 

Subject Element – U.K. 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Vocabulary 

Armagh, Belfast, Birmingham, Bury St Edmunds, County Armagh, Edinburgh, England, Haverfordwest, Inverness, Inverness-shire, Ipswich, Leeds, Lowestoft, 

Newport, Northern Ireland, Pembroke, Pembrokeshire, Scotland, Sheffield, St David’s, Suffolk, Tenby,, United Kingdom,, Wales 

York, Yorkshire, agriculture, amenity, beach, castle, cathedral, city, cliff, coastline, county, farming,, fishing, football stadium, gallery, hill, human feature, industry, 

landmark, loch, marsh, mining, monument, mountain, palace, parliament building,, peninsula, physical feature, river, service, steel production, tourism, tourist 

attraction, town, town hall, Valley, Anglesey, England, Grampian Mountains, Lake Windermere, Lindisfarne, Llyn Tegid, Loch Ness, Lough Neagh, Mourne 

Mountains, New Forest, Northern Ireland, Orkney Islands, Pennines, Portglenone Forest, Rathlin Island, River Bann, River Tay, River Trent, River Wye, 



Langton Primary School Geography Curriculum 

 

Rothiemurchus Forest, Scotland,  Snowdonia, United Kingdom, Wales, Wentwood Forest, forest, island, lake, loch, mountain, physical feature, River, climate, 

contour line, grid reference, landscape, leisure, mountain, peak, range, river, settlement, topography, tourism, wildlife 

 

Subject Element – Geographical Resources 

Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring 
about spatial variation and change over time. Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 

Vocabulary 

Atlas, key, map, symbol, world map, data, Map, barrier, boundary, geographical feature, map, Topography, atlas, chart, Map, physical map, political map, 

Ordnance Survey map, sample, sampling, satellite map, topography 
 

Subject Element – Geographical Change 

Vocabulary 

Earth's crust, Pangaea, continental drift, earthquake, fault, land mass, mountain, plate boundary, Supercontinent, tectonic plate, Valley, Volcano, Pangaea, active, 

continental drift, Convergent, crust, divergent, dormant, extinct, long-term effect, mantle, movement, plate boundary, short-term effect, tectonic plate, Transform, 

delta, deposition, erosion, floodplain, flow, Landscape, meander, rock, sediment, soil, transportation, water, waterfall, wind 

 

Subject Element – Significant Places 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

Vocabulary 

Ring of Fire, energy, farming, goods, leisure, mountain, natural resource, range, river, settlement, transport 

 

Subject Element – Environment 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle. 
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Vocabulary 

Mediterranean, climate, climate zone, desert, polar, temperate, Tropical, altitude, altitudinal zone, climate, forest, glacier, habitat, landscape, oxygen, rainforest, 

tundra 

 

Subject Element – Physical Processes 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle. Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and 

how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. 

Vocabulary 

Earthquake, epicentre, plate boundary, seismic wave, tectonic plate, tsunami, volcanic eruption, change of state, Cloud, collection, condensation, condense, cool, 

evaporate, evaporation, Hail, Heat, precipitation, Rain, sleet, snow, temperature, water cycle 

 

Subject Element – Physical Features 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle. 

Vocabulary 

Earth, composition, core, crust, inner core, magma, mantle, outer, state, tectonic plate, temperature, Thickness, lava, magma, mantle, outer core, pyroclastic flow, 

volcano, anticline, base, dome, face, fault-block, fold, hill, lava, magma, mountain, peak, , plate boundary, plateau, range, ridge, slope, snow line, summit, syncline, 

tectonic plate, tree line, valley, volcanic 

 

Subject Element – Data Analysis 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Vocabulary 

Analyse, City, data, first-hand observation, frequency, geographical, interpret, investigation, pattern, primary data, road user, score, table, Tall, Total, Town, village, 

cause, compare, effect, human, identify, map, measure, physical, record, report, research 
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Subject Element – Sustainability 

Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Vocabulary 

carbon dioxide, carbon footprint, conserve, energy, global warming, livestock, organic, recycle, reduce, resource, reuse, water treatment plant, bioenergy, biogas, 

fossil fuel, geothermal energy, hydroelectric power, non-renewable energy, renewable energy, solar panel, solar power, wind farm, wind power, climate change, 

conserve, geothermal power, hydroelectric power, natural resource, pollution, renewable, renewable energy source, save, solar power, sustainable, wind power 

 

Subject Element – Position 

Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Vocabulary 

cardinal compass, compass,, direction, East, intercardinal point, location, north, north-east, north-west, point, south, south-east, south-west, travel, West, cardinal 

point, cardinal compass point, cardinal directions, compass rose, Direction, East, Features, intercardinal point, Key, map, plotting, position, West, cardinal point, 

compass, east, grid reference, intercardinal point, location, north, north-east, north-west, south, south-east, south-west, west 
 

 

 

To comply with the SEND Regulations and Disability Regulations 2014 and the Equality Act 2010 please see our school 

accessibility plan and the SEND information in the policies and SEND section of this website. 
 

 


